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AN ANALYSIS OF SYMBOLS IN NOVEL THE MIDNIGHT LIBRARY BY
MATT HAIG

ABSTRACT

Background: Language is a part of our life, we live in a sea of languages and
most of our interactions are done using language. Language 1s a symbolic system
in which words are associated with objects, ideas, and actions by agreement so
that a rose by any other name will smell good.

Objective: To analyze the symbols in The Midnight Library by Matt Haig.

Method: The data in this study is qualitative. Qualitative data in the form of
words or text "not pictures or numbers" (Aminuddin 1999:16) based on this
statement the data in this study is a text quote from the novel "The Midnight
Library" by Matt Haig. In conducting this qualitative research, a researcher used
Carl Jung's theory of archetypal image, as described in a book by in a book by
Guerin (2005) as a basic concept and framework for thinking. The fourteen
symbols: water, sun, color, circle, serpent, the number, the archetypal woman, the
demon lover, the wise old man, the trickster, the garden, the tree, the desert, and
mountain. After reading the novel, the researcher gave notes on the page where
the data were found. The data collection technique uses documentary study
techniques, with how to study literature. The resercher 1s done by classifying the
parts that are the object of research in this research plan, especially the semiotic
elements, namely the symbols contained innovel The Midnight Library.

Result: In the novel The Midnight Library finds 14 symbols based on the result of
the analysis data. The circle symbol appeared 75 times 1n this novel.

Conclusion: It can be concluded that in the novel “The Midnight Library™ By
Matt Haig there are 14 symbols and the frequently used symbol is circle.

Suggestion:

It 1s suggested that the future research investigates examines intrinsic and extrinsic
elements , use other theory and even other aspects.

Keywords: symbols, Archetypal image, The Midnight Library
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ANALISIS SIMBOL-SIMBOL DALAM NOVEL THE MIDNIGHT
LIBRARY KARYA MATT HAIG

ABSTRAK

Latar Belakang: Bahasa adalah bagian dari kehidupan kita, kita hidup di lautan
bahasa dan sebagian besar interaksi kita dilakukan dengan menggunakan bahasa.
Bahasa adalah sebuah sistem simbolik di mana kata-kata dikaitkan dengan objek,
ide, dan tindakan berdasarkan kesepakatan sehingga bunga mawar dengan nama
lain akan berbau harum.

Tujuan: Untuk menganalisis simbol-simbol dalam novel The Midnight Library
karya Matt Haig.

Metode: Data dalam penelitian ini bersifat kualitatif. Data kualitatif berupa kata-
kata atau teks “bukan gambar atau angka-angka” (Aminuddin 1999:16)
berdasarkan pernyataan tersebut data dalam penelitian ini adalah kutipan teks dari
novel “The Midnight Library” karya Matt Haig. Dalam melakukan penelitian
kualitatif i, peneliti menggunakan teor1 Carl Jung tentang citra arketipal, seperti
yang dijelaskan dalam buku karya Guerin (2005) sebagai konsep dasar dan
kerangka berpikir. Keempat belas simbol tersebut adalah air, matahari, warna,
lingkaran, ular, angka, perempuan arketipal, kekasih 1blis, orang tua bijak, penipu,
taman, pohon, padang pasir, dan gunung. Setelah membaca novel, peneliti
memberikan catatan pada halaman dimana data ditemukan. Teknik pengumpulan
data menggunakan teknik studi dokumenter, dengan cara studi pustaka. Penelitian
dilakukan dengan cara mengklasifikasikan bagian-bagian yang menjadi objek
penelitian dalam rencana penelitian ini, terutama unsur-unsur semiotik yaitu
simbol-simbol yang terdapat dalam novel The Midnight Library.

Hasil: Dalam novel The Midnight Library ditemukan 14 simbol berdasarkan hasil
analisis data. Simbol lingkaran muncul sebanyak 75 kali dalam novel ini.

Simpulan: Dapat disimpulkan bahwa dalam novel “The Midnight Library™ karya
Matt Haig terdapat 14 simbol dan simbol yang sering digunakan adalah lingkaran.
Saran: Disarankan untuk penelitian selanjutnya meneliti unsur intrinsik dan
ekstrinsik, menggunakan teori lain dan bahkan aspek lainnya.

Kata Kunci: simbol, citra arketipal, perputakaan tengah malam



ACKNOWLEDGMENT

All praise and gratitude for the presence of Allah SWT who has bestowed His
grace, guidance and bounty, may prayers and greetings always be poured out on
the lord of the Prophet Muhammad SAW, whose intercession we always await so
that the thesis with the title "An Analysis Of Symbols In Novel The Midnight
Library By Matt Haig" was completed well. The researcher's success in
completing this thesis cannot be separated from the direction and guidance from

various parties.

The researcher hopes that Allah SWT will repay all the kindness from those who
have helped the researcher in completing this thesis. It is hoped that this thesis

will be useful for the development of science.

The researcher realizes that this thesis cannot be completed properly without the
support and guidance of all parties. For that, the researcher expresses her

gratitude and respect to:

1. Prof Dr. Subyantoro, M.Hum. as the Rector of Ngudi Waluyo University.

2. Budiati, S Pd., MPd. as the Dean of Faculty of Economics, Law and
Humanities.

3. Dr Ratih Laily Nurjanah, SPd., M.Pd as the Head of English

Department of Ngudi Waluyo University.



4.

10.

Dewi Rosnita Hardiany, S.S., M.Li who has given her energy, time and
thoughts to guide and direct me until I was able to complete my study.
energy, time and thought to guide and direct until I graduated.

Lecturers and staff of the English Literature Study Program for their
knowledge, guidance and assistance.

To my late parents, Slamet Abdul Rozak and Siti Zuhriyah. May they be
proud of their daughter's struggle. To my mother, who always supports me
physically and spiritually through prayer. Unfortunately, before I could
finish my education, she returned to the Almighty. May they be together
and happy in Allah's heaven.

My friends who have given me encouragement and support so that I can
complete my thesis. So that I can complete my thesis.

To my idcls BTS, who provide motivation and spirit because of the work
and motivational words that have been given.

To my idols Tomorrow x Together, thank you for being there and being
the spirit of life when I was at my lowest point.

Myself who is willing and able to endure, struggle, try my best, and not
give up despite the many feelings and temptations that come to quit, thank

you for staying strong until this moment.

Ungaran, August 17" 2024

The Researcher

Xi



TABLE OF CONTENTS

OUTER COVER ..ottt e 1
INSIDE-COVER covovmmnmamampamanuseamnasnsnnmanmscnc i
APPROVAL ...ttt ettt e e s e eenneenae i1
LBGALIZATION ooy sy osss s s mimesses v
STATEMENT OF ORIGINALITY ...ttt e e v
WILLINGNESS TOPUBLINH ... Vi
MOTTO AND DEDICATION PAGE covnnnmmmmumnsimsnsssussimnsss vii
NI O I IR st s A A 5 RS S S 1X
ABSTRAK ooovunnasnmumnssmmnmammermesennans s X
ACKNOWLEDGMENT ...t Xi
TABLE: QP GCONEENTS oo s msmsses Xii
LIST OF TABLE ... .ottt X1V
CHAPTER LINTRODUCTION ..o 1
11 Backeground of theSdYe o 1
1.2 ReSearch QUESTIONS ........vivueeeiiieieee it er it ee et e ee st s e s eeaan s e sesnnnaeeees 3
1. 300 ectives: ol the Sy «onmmusmnmsmrvnsmsss s s 3
1.4 The Significance of the StV ....cuwiswsamssmsemismssimmmnssss 3
CHAPTER II REVIEW OF RELATED LITERATURE..........cccoeiiieeenee. 4
2,1 Review of Previous StUgies qvssnsssssvisivmssisvmsvsvimssssssvissssmmssiviteses 4
2.2 Review of Related Theories ..o vvnimnmauarnnsrssis i 7
2.3 Theoretical Framework ............cccooiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiic e, 13
CHAPTER III RESEARCH METHODOLOGY ..coomsmvmmsnsmomssnamsess 14
3.1 Research Desi@n.........oeiviiiiiiiieeee e 14
3. 200D ortoort TR NI cosscisyssassoascasosissonmsests stk R S RS 30 15
3.3 Data and- Source DAt s on oo sy 16
3.4 Procedure of Collecting the Data .............coooeiiiiiiiiiiiiiiceee 17
3.5 Procedure of Analyzing the Data ...........cccooriiiiiiiiiiiiiiiieieiieeceen. 17

Xii



CHAPTER.IN RESULIS AND DISCUSSION ..cuiommmesmsssssvmmammsvessonmmsensonts 20

4.1 General Desctiption The Nhidnipht LADTArY «.cosnsiswnsinmsmennss 20
4.2 Results and DiSCUSSION.......cccciiiiiiiieiiiiiie et e 21
CHAPTER V. CONCLUSION AND SUGGESTION ..o 68
3.1 Conclision . ummmrnms s R S ees 68
5.2 SUGEESLION ...ttt et 70
REFERENCEN onmmmmommmmmmimmimmasmmss s vy s sy s eissss 12

Xiii



LIST OF TABLES

Table 2.1 Theoretical PFratiework -.......cvvnmnninnamnsassaasis

Table 4.1. Number of Symbols in The Midnight Library by Matt Haig

Xiv



